The synthesis of the new amino-acyl derivatives starting from a 1.3-benzodioxole unit present in safrole is described. All the synthesised compounds, that could be conveniently prepared in a few steps process, have been characterised by the IR and the 'H-NMR Spectroscopy.
Introduction
The 1,3-benzodioxole moiety present in safrole, has shown interesting and diversified properties when used to obtain new biologically active drugs 1 For some time, the interest for the design of prodrug containing a peptidyl or an amino acid moiety has increased. The use of amino acid has been exploited for the development of new biologically and less toxic active compounds"' 16 .
As part of a research program with the objective to synthesis of bioactive compounds, using abundant Brazilian natural products, we have thus developed a synthetic sequence dealing with the synthesis of the safrole derivatives which present an amino-acyl moiety in a side chain 17 .
555
Snynthesis of 1.3-bemodioxole derivatives containing a amino acid moiety in side chain
This paper reports the strategy of synthesising compounds 4a-d applying the coupling reagents used in the peptide synthesis and the verification of their structures through spectroscopic means.
Results
As a first step for the synthesis process, a selective and classical nitration on the 5 position 1,3-benzodioxole moiety was carried out using nitric acid in acetic acid 18 . The oxidation of compound 2 was released in a heterogeneous two-phase water-benzene system by permanganate and a phase transfer catalyst (benzyldimethyltetradecylammonium chloride dihydrate) 19 . The desired carboxilic acid was obtained in 60%.
The synthetic routes were appropriately applied on glycine methyl ester, phenylalaninamide, 
(Scheme).
The safrole derivatives were obtained at 18 to 99% yield.
The IR spectra showed a characteristic NH2 stretching vibration around 3193 and 3387 cm- 
